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Abstract 

This paper investigated the impact of workshop training on the Christian 
Religious Studies teachers’ in developing moral education for sustainable 
growth and development in Nasarawa state.  A survey study was carried out 
to obtain data from 319 respondents. The study established that only (249) 
68% of the sampled Christian Religious Studies teachers in Nasarawa state 
had received the training on sustaining quality education for sustainable 
growth in Nasarawa state. It was found out that, the sustainable growth and 
development in Nasarawa state has been poorly maintained. Furthermore 
the findings revealed that on average 68.46% of teachers who received 
training and workshop were able to promote morality, growth and 
development in Nasarawa state at higher levels of cognitive objectives. The 
paper concludes that, lack of workshop and training to Christian Religious 
Studies teachers has led to the failure of quality education and sustainable 
growth and development in Nasarawa state, Nigeria and Africa at large and 
consequently affected the peace in Nasarawa state, Nigeria and Africa and 
the education and their general academic performance in education 
negatively. The author recommended that, keeping records could make 
relevance to enhance monitoring the teachers involved in workshop and 
training to make the intention of improving moral teachings and to make to 
quality education for sustainable growth and development in Africa in their 
realistic schools. 
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In the past years, many governments have undergone transformation in 
education system by trying to adopt new systems of approach to moral education. 
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Many countries have different policies on education approach. This seems to be 
appropriate to their system of education to maintain high standard of moral education 
and improve students’ morality and academic performance in the school. The new 
focus has been paralleled by a significant increase in teachers’ workshop and training 
to enhance teacher’s competencies in impacting moral instructions needed to cope 
with the situations and reformation of the particular country. Attending conferences, 
seminars and workshops in relation to trainings on general moral life in the school for 
sustainable growth of the country can help teachers carrying out effective quality 
education on students in the school situation. In the years past, when Nigerian 
government introduced a new policy on education (6-3-3-4) Christian Religious 
Studies syllabus in secondary school education has taken a new dimension. There is a 
new reformation in teaching, instructions and moral education in Christian Religious 
Studies in Nigerian secondary schools (Korb 2014). Following this reform, there is an 
aim of training all Christian Religious Studies teachers in order to improve their 
competencies in teaching moral instructions because Nigeria is dying inside diverse 
crises. Thus, to help educational stakeholders to plan properly for the intended 
workshop and training the Ministry of Education and the National Association of 
Christian Religious Educators of Nigeria (Formerly NABKTN) emphasized much on 
workshops and training to keep peace and quality education in the country (Kure, 
2000). Through teachers’ workshop on competence in general assessments in the 
classroom situation teachers acquire skills and competencies required for a quality 
education, leadership and classroom instructions. (McCain, 2006) observes that to 
maintain high standard of educational assessment all Christian Religious Studies 
teachers should be able to use Christian Religious Studies Teacher Manual prepared 
by Prof. Ilori J. to ensure the most appropriate type of assessment and instructions in 
the classroom. The Christian Religious Studies Teacher Manual is a material for the 
Christian Religious Studies teachers to develop appropriate Christian Religious 
Studies teaching methodology (Ilori, 2006) which categorizes learning objectives in 
different domains, namely cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains. The 
cognitive domain is further classified into six major levels, namely knowledge, 
comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Knowledge and 
comprehension are categorized as lower levels and the other four aspects are 
categorized as higher levels of learning achievement. In the context of national policy 
on education curriculum, teaching and learning should focus on all the six levels and, 
as such, assessment of learning achievement should address all these levels as well. 
Thus, teachers’ workshop on general assessments in the classroom after adopting 
national policy on education approach emphasized much on construction of quality 
instruction and assessment based on Ilori’s six levels of cognitive objectives. In 
addition to that, recording and monitoring of teachers’ involvement in workshops, 
trainings and conferences conducted after adopting national policy on education 
approach sought to equip every teacher with skills required to acquire high standard 
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of classroom instructions in the moral life of the students which can also lead to 
improve students’ academic performance. 
 
Statement of the Problem 

Due to absence of teachers’ workshop, training programs and conferences of 
Christian Religious Studies which would have been there to enable Christian 
Religious Studies teachers to acquire skills for classroom instruction for sustaining 
quality and moral education to improve students’ performance. Lack of workshop and 
teachers’ trainings; reports on the Senior School Certificate of Examinations (SSCE) 
results either WAEC,  NECO or JAMB between the years 2006–2016 have shown 
that, students are yet to show impressive performance in arts subjects particularly 
Christian Religious Studies (CRS). Majority performed poorly with their grades 
ranging between D-F or low cut-off points in JAMB (poor and fail respectively) 
(WAEC, NECO & JAMB, and 2006-2016). It also happens during the end of term 
examinations. However this is the era when students’ performances are expected to be 
improved due to introduction of new policy on education curriculum which is 
intended to improve the whole teaching and learning on sustaining quality and moral 
education for sustainable growth in Nigerian schools. Since sustaining quality and 
moral education for sustainable growth in Nigeria is an important aspect in our 
Nigerian society today numbers of researches have been done on other areas, 
workshop in capacity building trainings and conferences in other subjects to equip 
their teachers in the quality education. However, no attention has been paid to see 
whether there is workshop, training, monitoring and recording of Christian Religious 
Studies teachers involved in capacity building to make sure that all Christian 
Religious Studies teachers in public and private secondary schools to receive the 
workshop in capacity building on sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth to promote peace in the country and whether introduction of the 
exercise has impact to Christian Religious Studies teachers on the quality and moral 
education in the country. This paper therefore aimed to investigate this area of 
sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth in Nigeria at large. 
 
Objectives of the Study 
The objectives of this study are as following: 
1. to find out the types of workshops training attended by Christian Religious Studies 
teachers in Nigeria within the last ten years. 
2. to find out the extent to which Christian Religious Studies teachers have benefited 
from these type workshops in Nigeria. 
3. to determine the level to which these workshops have helped the Christian 
Religious Studies teachers to be competent in performing their jobs. 
4. to find out the opinion of Christian Religious Studies teachers on the competency 
required to improve on their jobs.  

Impact of Workshop Trainings: Challenges for Christian Religious Studies Teachers in 
Sustaining Quality and Moral Education for Sustainable Growth in Nasarawa State 
Nigeria - Joseph Bawa Yaro    

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

107 

 

International Journal of Progressive and Alternative Education, Volume 5 No. 1, November, 2018.  ISSN: 2408-6452 

Research Questions 
The following questions guided the study. 
1. How many secondary school Christian Religious Studies teachers received 
workshop in capacity building to improve sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth in Nigeria between the years 2007 –2017? 
2. To what extent was sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth 
in Nasarawa state done by Christian Religious Studies teachers who underwent 
teachers’ workshop in capacity building helped the society? 
3. Did workshop in capacity building exercise exert any effect on Christian Religious 
Studies teachers on sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth in 
Nigeria? 
 
Literature Review 
Moral Education for Sustainable Growth 

In general empirical literature review states how teachers’ capacity building 
training in sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth in Nigeria 
has a potential to make teachers relevant in identifying appropriate area to assess and 
how to rightly correct students in Nigerian society (Kure 2000). In addition, the 
responsibility of Christian Religious Studies teachers is to determine the students’ 
quality and moral education in Nigeria. In the same vein, Korb and Kure found that 
building teachers’ workshop in capacity in sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth in Nigeria helps teachers to acquire good skills which will enable 
them to use variety of evaluation techniques to enhance teaching and learning in the 
classroom especially on moral education. This was also revealed in a study carried out 
by Ezeogwu, (2006) on Christian Religious Studies teachers’ Manual who found that 
teachers with moral skills were able to use Kure’s cognitive skill objectives for moral 
education. Thus, lack of teachers ‘capacity building can undermine students learning 
as Ilori (2006) found that immoral and incompetent teachers are the major problem 
affecting student achievement. On the other hand Ezeogwu (2006) pointed out that 
the rate of immorality and failure in Christian Religious Studies in Nigerian 
secondary schools is about 50- 60% respectively. He also viewed that there is a 
number of factors that contribute to students’ immorality that lead to poor 
performance in Christian Religious Studies in examinations among these secondary 
school leavers of Nigeria. They do not reflect adequate acquisition of perceptible skill 
of learning concepts. Olugbenga explained this fact by adding that most teachers were 
incompetent in impacting moral education, they were only capable of committing 
mistakes of Ilori’s Christian Religious Studies Teacher Manuals and consequently 
students tend to perform bellow average in their internal external examinations that 
leads to a serious immorality in Nigerian society.  He recommended that, there is a 
need to retrain Christian Religious Studies teachers on sustaining quality and moral 
education for sustainable growth in Nigerian schools so as to maintain educational 
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standard and morality in the society. For this case, monitoring the teachers who are 
involved in capacity building is necessary to make sure that all Christian Religious 
Studies teachers have equal chance and access to workshops, seminars and 
conferences on teachers’ capacity building in Nigerian society. When it comes to 
moral education of Christian Religious Studies teachers’ involvement in capacity 
building training in sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth in 
Nigeria for improving peaceful society Nigeria, the study conducted by Korb and 
Kure on moral and quality education found that, high quality and moral education, are 
critical and without useful and timely practices, rational decision cannot be made and 
quality of education cannot be ascertained Nigeria. It means it is very important to 
keep record of Christian Religious Studies teachers who have and have not received 
workshop in capacity building so as to plan and allocate resources accordingly for 
their trainings to improve their competencies in impacting moral education which in 
turn leads to improve students moral life and academic performance. 
 
Methodology 
The Research Design 

This is both a quantitative and qualitative study with a survey design as it 
involved the analysis of respondents’ views and procedures in sustaining quality and 
moral education for sustainable growth of Christian Religious Studies teachers in 
Nigeria who underwent workshop in capacity building in order to improve their 
competencies in impacting quality and moral education on students. 
 
Population for the Study 

The population of the study involved about 661 Christian Religious Studies 
teachers who were selected randomly from Nigeria which are: Akwanga, Nasarawa, 
Toto, Wamba Keffi Karu. and Lafia Local Government Areas of Nasarawa state. 
Leaders and coordinators of every Local Government Area were purposive selected to 
organise the training. The selected regions have many teachers enough to form a good 
representative sample. 
 
Sample Size and Sampling Procedure 

A total of 219 respondents served as the sample of this study. Out of this 
number, 217 were Christian Religious Studies teachers who had graduated at least ten 
years ago with teaching experience of not less than ten years in teaching. These 
teachers were purposely selected to control the quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth in Nigeria for the promotion of the positive knowledge among 
Christian Religious Studies teachers and students who have graduated before and 
after the implementation of National Policy on Education of Christian Religious 
Studies syllabus. Purposive sampling was conducted to get one national conference 
and one national teachers’ workshop in capacity building coordinator. 
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Instrument for Data Collection 
In order to gather the information related to sustaining quality and moral 

education for sustainable growth in Nigeria among Christian Religious Studies 
teachers involved in workshop on capacity building exercise interview guides were 
held to heads of schools, teachers’ capacity building coordinator. On the other hand, a 
questionnaire divided into two sections was administered to Christian Religious 
Studies teachers. The first section required a teacher to provide information on 
whether they had received workshop training in capacity building in teaching the 
quality and moral education since the implementation of National Policy on 
Education in Christian Religious Studies syllabus between the years 2006 -2016. In 
the second section, they were required to construct assessment which could be used to 
test students’ cognitive abilities in knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation on any topic of interest in Christian Religious Studies 
subject. 
 
Data Analysis Procedure 

Data analysis was done in accordance with the research questions of the 
study. In this study, content analysis was employed for qualitative data. Quantitative 
data were subjected to descriptive statistical analysis, later on the data were presented 
in tables showing absolute numbers, frequency and percentages of respondents. Then 
interpretation was made. 
 
Findings and Discussion 

The first research question was to find out how many secondary school 
Christian Religious Studies teachers receive capacity training to improve their 
competence in teaching quality and moral education in the classroom between the 
years 2007 and 2017. In this question, data were obtained mainly from Christian 
Religious Studies teachers. Findings from teachers who responded to questionnaires 
are summarized in Table 1. 

Findings from Table 1 reveals that majority of teachers 149 (68%) in studied 
regions have received capacity building in teaching and learning quality and moral 
education based on 6-3-3-4 curriculum more than two times. However, further 
observation from questionnaires indicated that 70 (32%) of the teachers have never 
attended capacity building in teaching and learning of quality and moral education 
since they were employed to teach Christian Religious Studies. The interpretation that 
can be made from the finding above is that, while some teachers attend the capacity 
building or conference. 
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Table 1: Summary of Christian Religious Studies teachers’ responses on 
Attendance to Teachers’ Workshop and Trainings in Quality and Moral 
Education of Christian Religious Studies Subject after the Implementation of 6-
3-3-4 Syllabus to Date 
(N = 219) 

Region Number of teachers 
trained 
more than three times 
 

Percentage 
Trained 
 

Number of Untrained 
Christian Religious 
Studies teachers 
 

Percentage 
Untrained 

Total 
 

Akwanga 97 69.23 32 30.77 129 
Nasarawa 92 64.21 30 35.58 122 
Toto 88 59.15 28 32.57 116 
Wamba 77 54.21 27 30.78 104 
Keffi 66 61.20 26 38.80 92 
Karu 48 74.20 08 25.80 56 
Lafia 38 76.47 04 23.53 42 
Total 506 458.67 155 217.83 661 

 
Source: Field Data (2014) 
 
The interpretation that can be made from the finding above is that, while some 
teachers attend the capacity building repeatedly, still there are some teachers who 
were trained in Seminaries, Bible schools or teachers colleges before implementation 
of 6-3-3-4- approach are still in the education system without receiving capacity 
building in teaching and learning of moral education even once. Thus, these teachers 
still use outdated pedagogical skills and experience because they did not receive 
capacity building in sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth 
that would improve student learning capacity Ilori, (1991). This situation affected 
teachers’ ability in impacting moral education which greatly undermined learning and 
leading to immorality and poor performance of students. 
 
LGA  Number of teachers 

with high 
performance 
 

Percentage 
 
 

Number of Christian Religious 
Studies teachers with lower 
performance 
 

Percentage Total 
 

Akwanga 92 64.23 27 25.77 119 
Nasarawa 90 62.21 28 33.58 118 
Toto 85 56.15 25 28.57 110 
Wamba 72 49.21 22 25.78 94 
Keffi 61 56.20 21 33.80 82 
Karu 40 64.20 18 25.80 58 
Lafia 32 70.47 14 23.53 46 
Total 472 558.47 155 171.03 627 

 
The second research question was to examine the level of performance of Christian 
Religious Studies teachers’ involved in capacity building in Nigeria. On being 
interviewed on how monitoring and recording Christian Religious Studies teachers’ 
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involvement in capacity building training was done in Nasarawa state secondary 
schools, the National Policy on Education explained that, for the time being 
government is concerned with collection of data on quantity of available teaching and 
learning resources but not their quality. Similarly, when National Association of 
Christian Religious Educators of Nigeria (Formerly NABKTN) was asked to present 
teachers’ capacity building training inventory no document was found. However, the 
coordinator informed that data of teachers involved in capacity building are recorded 
by regional capacity building facilitators who send them to the national capacity 
building facilitator for compilation. Later on the compiled data is compared with the 
total number of teachers in Nasarawa state. 

The interpretation made on teachers’ workshop in capacity building was 
obviously made from generalized data which are not based on real school data 
showing the number of teachers involved in capacity building. Thus, the delivery 
system of capacity building failed to accommodate all Christian Religious Studies 
teachers in capacity building as it was observed in the preceding section that some 
teachers had never since the implementation of 6-3-3-4 curriculum. 

The third research question sought to find out whether quality and moral 
education of teachers involved in capacity building had effect to Christian Religious 
Studies teachers’ competence on impacting moral education using Kure’s cognitive 
objectives. Findings were obtained through questionnaire administered to Christian 
Religious Studies teachers who impact moral education. The aim here was to see if 
there is any difference in quality and moral education of teachers who received 
workshops in capacity building and those who did not. The information I obtained 
from respondents was presented in table 2 below: 
 
Table 2: Distribution of number and Percentage of Trained Teachers with 
Ability to Set Examination Questions Using Kure’s Moral Classes of Cognitive 
Objectives (N=319) 
Lower lever                                                                                               Higher lever 
Number 
T/U 
Teachers 

Knowledge Comprehension Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 

 AB     NA AB        NA AB     NA AB     NA AB     NA AB     NA 
T= 249 249 00 247 02 117 32 1077 42 97 52 85 64 

100% 00% 99% 01% 79% 18% 03% 28% 65% 35% 57% 43% 
U=70 63 07 65 05 18 52 29 41 13 57 03 67 

90% 10% 93% 07% 26% 74% 41% 59% 18% 81% 04% 96% 
TOTAL= 
319 

212 07 212 07 139 84 136 83 110 109 88 131 
97% 03% 97% 03% 63% 38% 62% 38% 50% 50% 40% 60% 

Source: Field data 
 
Note:  
T= Trained Teachers 
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U= Untrained Teachers 
AB= Teachers who were able to set question at a given level 
NA= Teachers who were not able to set question at a given level 
 
Table 2 above shows how many teachers who were able to impact quality and moral 
education regardless of whether they received trainings or workshops on sustaining 
quality and moral education for sustainable growth or not following the items at lower 
cognitive level. For example, 249 (100%) of the trained teachers and 63 (97%) of the 
untrained teachers were able to impact quality and moral education at knowledge 
level. The results shows that on average 102 (68.46%) of teachers who received 
training were able to impact quality and moral education  in high level of cognitive 
objectives that is application (79%) analysis (73%), synthesis (65%) and evaluation 
(73%). This is to say that teachers who did not receive training could not impact 
quality and moral education following the higher level of cognitive objectives. For 
example, 74% of them cannot impact quality and moral following the application 
level, 59% at analysis level, 81% at synthesis level while 96% at evaluation level. The 
findings reveal that on average 68.46% of teachers who received training in 
sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth compared to 22.25% of 
teachers who did not receive training in sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth were not able to impact quality and moral education following the 
higher level of cognitive objectives.  

The observation difference reveals that teachers who involved in workshop 
and training for sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth as it 
was revealed in research question one that 68% of teachers had attended workshops 
and trainings for the quality and moral education in Christian Religious Studies in 
impacting the knowledge in Nigerian schools repeatedly. Some teachers attend the 
trainings three to four times in a year, a situation which has lowered the numbers of 
teachers who had received the training. This has consequently contributed to the 
immoralities, vices crises, corruptions, examination malpractice or any social 
problems of different kinds in Nigerian society to many students and teachers 
developing quality and moral education in Nigeria as revealed in table 2. Most of the 
teachers are able to impact quality and moral education following the lower level of 
objectives which functions at lower level of students’ moral life and academic 
performance as they require students to just practice moral life and produce sound 
academic performance on what they have been given. This gives us the implications 
for the teachers and students on sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable 
growth in Nasarawa state and Africa at large. For the teachers it implies that most of 
them do not practise moral life that challenges the students to require critical moral 
education to develop the spiritual life in the school system before attempting to 
receive this quality and moral education in Nigerian schools. The education has to be 
spiritual in nature that will create the spiritual environments in Nasarawa state as well 
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as Nigerian and African society to produce peaceful environment in all aspect of life. 
This normally in turn, affects students during their quest for salvation or even final 
national examinations (WAEC, NECO, SSCE, or JAMB) that equally be transferred 
to the tertiary institutions which could also follow the standard of higher level of 
cognitive objectives (Ilori 2008). This Nigerian society requires the students to 
explore critical approach, in higher level of reasoning towards the quality and moral 
education, spiritual criticism, and discovering of new facts in education rather than 
just living their lives in a worldly manner or lack of understanding of facts and 
shallow ideas (Korb, 2017).  
 
Implication of Findings to the Quality of Education 

A number of researchers have attempted to adequately define quality in the 
context of education and observed that there is no universal consent on quality of 
education. According to National Association of Christian Religious Educators of 
Nigeria (Formerly NABKTN) (2006), quality in the context of education should 
include students’ outcomes and the educational experiences that help to produce such 
outcomes (Korb, 2014). Korb also views quality education as a function of quality of 
the context, input, process and output in the society. 

However, for the sake of this paper, the study adopted Korb and Kure’s 
objectives of Christian education in the perspective of producing peaceful society in 
Nigeria and Africa at large, quest for man’s salvation and academic performance 
which are considered as quality of education by identifying correct quality and moral 
education in Nigerian system of education to meet the current situation in the country 
Nigeria. This includes underperforming workforce who are academically under 
qualified, professionally under trained in teaching and learning, spiritually setback, 
education which is accompanied with poor performance in examinations, 
indiscrimination of killing innocent lives, corruption etc. 
 
Conclusion 

Since the study has revealed that large number of Christian Religious Studies 
teachers have not received capacity building since inception of National Policy on 
Education on Christian Religious Studies syllabus, and that, teachers who have not 
received workshop in capacity building in sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth have poor knowledge in impacting quality and moral education at 
higher level of cognitive objectives, it is evident therefore that students’ poor 
performance in National Christian Religious Studies Examination or crises in the 
country are  attributed among other factors are lack of teachers’ moral teachings. 
Majority of Christian Religious Studies teachers who have not attended workshop in 
capacity building do produce moral teachings that require students to practise what 
they have been given. This situation in turn affects students negatively at their 
National examination as they found themselves being able to develop quality and 
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moral education for sustainable growth in the country which measure low level in all 
six cognitive levels of thinking. Finally they end up scoring D and F grades or the 
major cause of situation in the society. Therefore, there is a call for immediate proper 
monitored teachers’ capacity training to ensure that all teachers are involved in 
training in order to acquire skills needed for sustaining quality and moral education 
for sustainable growth that are valid and require students to be good future citizens. 
This will help students to improve their performance in national examination. Since 
student performance is an indicator of quality education, then the quality of education 
will be improved. 
 
Recommendations 
1. The NACREN should continue to periodically organize training sessions in 

sustaining quality and moral education for sustainable growth for teachers. 
2. Government and school proprietors should continue to encourage their teachers to 

attend workshops and seminars on sustaining quality and moral education for 
sustainable growth so as to upgrade their knowledge in quality and moral 
education generally. 

3. Federal Ministry of Education should implement Education Management 
Information System (EMIS) in Nigeria for proper monitoring and recording of 
teachers’ involvement in workshop in capacity building so as to enable proper 
planning and allocation of fund for organizing workshop in capacity building 
training. 
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